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Handout 1

How Should Juveniles Be Treated?
Opinion Poll

Directions: Read the statements below and decide whether you agree (A), disagree (D), or 
are undecided (U).  Be prepared to give reasons for your opinions.  There are no right or 
wrong answers; every opinion is good when you can give reasons for that opinion.

________a. Children who run away from home or who are beyond the control of their 
parents should be treated the same as juveniles who commit offenses.

________b. Juveniles who commit an offense should get the same penalty as other 
juveniles who commit the same offense.

________c. It is unfair to give a juvenile a greater penalty for an offense because the 
juvenile has committed other offenses in the past.

________d. Victims of crimes should have more rights than juveniles who have harmed 
them.

________e. Judges should be free to decide which sentence best fits each individual, 
taking into account the circumstances of each individual.

________f. The juvenile justice system should be used as a way to put youths in 
programs like alcohol and drug counseling in which they otherwise would 
not participate.

________g. Accountability (being held responsible) is the most important part of a 
juvenile justice system.

________h. Juveniles who break the law should be treated the same as adults who 
break the law.

________i. Juveniles should be accountable for their crimes starting at age six.

________j. Juveniles should be subject to the death penalty for certain crimes.

________k. Juvenile hearings should be open to the public.
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Handout 2

Who Is A Juvenile?

Directions: Decide whether or not each of the following persons is a juvenile and answer the 
questions below each case or hypothetical.

Claire is 15 years old.  She and her 18-year-old brother, Daryl, go to the shopping mall 1.
together. Daryl convinces Claire to shoplift a part he needs to repair his car; she puts it 
in her vest.  They are both caught.

Can Claire be tried in juvenile court?  Why or why not?a.

Can Daryl be tried in juvenile court?  Why or why not?b.

Jamie and his friend Pat are both 17 years old. They are caught driving a car they took 2.
without permission.  Jamie turns 18 one week after his arraignment.  Pat is found guilty 
at his adjudicatory hearing (trial), and based on his prior adjudications, the court orders 
that he spend 20 weeks in confinement.  After Pat has spent 8 weeks in confinement, 
he turns 18.

Can Jamie's adjudicatory hearing (trial) take place in juvenile court?a.

Will Pat be transferred from the facility operated by the Department of Social b.
and Health Services at the time he turns 18?

Damian, who is 17 years old, is charged with second degree murder.  Does the juvenile 3.
court have authority to hear his case?


